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Banker Wire Mesh Outfits New Pedestrian Bridges for 

Easier Commuting in the Dulles Corridor

New Metrorail Line Features Banker Wire 
MUKWONAGO, WI…Commutes between Washington, D.C., and Northern Virginia are famously arduous. Thanks to the new Dulles Corridor Metrorail Silver Line, those routes have gotten significantly easier. The route currently runs to fast-growing areas outside of Washington, D.C., including Tysons Corner, and will eventually provide a direct route from Dulles International Airport to downtown Washington, D.C. Pedestrian bridges featuring more than 60,000-square-feet of Banker Wire woven wire mesh are interspersed throughout the line.

The 23-mile line will serve major activity centers and involve trains, buses, pedestrian bridges and parking facilities. The pedestrian bridges, with Banker Wire woven wire mesh, connect metro stations to parking lots – helping commuters cross busy roads more safely. 

Bechtel, the construction manager of the Dulles Metrorail Project, completed installation of the pedestrian bridges. Efficiency was of the utmost importance, as they wanted to install the bridges without inconveniencing the surrounding community. With that in mind, Bechtel pre-fabricated segments of the bridge before installing them. Banker Wire was tasked with producing wire mesh to fill openings in the bridge’s railings in a complex series of shapes and dimensions. Since Banker Wire is the world’s leading manufacturer of woven and welded wire and has the nation’s most modern and productive mill, it could easily rise to the challenges of this large job. 

Banker Woven wire mesh was used to fill triangular openings in the pedestrian bridges. The unique configuration of the pieces could have caused an abundance of wasted material. But Banker Wire developed an innovative manufacturing process to prevent waste and keep costs down for its customer. Because Banker Wire carefully controls every detail of its shop, it can customize manufacturing processes to suit the specifics of particular jobs. 

Banker Wire provided more than 60,000 square feet of FPZ-16 and FPZ-44 woven wire mesh for the project. Combining two different mesh pattern spacings, these weaves provide the transparency and uninterrupted sight lines characteristic of glass, but with increased durability and lower maintenance. The combination of strength and beauty provided by woven wire mesh makes it perfect for large-scale architectural applications where fall protection is essential, like the Dulles Metrorail. 

Phase 1 of the new line was completed on July 26, 2014. Construction of Phase 2 began in 2014 and will take five years. 
About Banker Wire: Banker Wire is the world’s leading manufacturer of woven and welded wire mesh for architectural and industrial applications. With the most modern and productive mill in the U.S., Banker Wire provides custom-weaved material for any aesthetic on any scale – from intricate design highlights to expansive building facades. Banker Wire’s investment in its people and equipment provides its customers with innovative and value-based products that solve problems and exceed expectations. For more information, call 1-800-523-6772 or visit www.bankerwire.com. 
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